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VALIDATION UNDER THE PLENARY POWERS OF THE SPECIFIC 
NAME GEMMASCENS ESPER, [1794], AS PUBLISHED IN THE 
BINOMEN MADREPORA GEMMASCENS (CLASS HYDROZOA, 
ORDER STYLASTERINA) 

RULING.—(1) The following specific name is hereby suppressed under the 
plenary powers for the purposes of both the Law of Priority and the Law of 
Homonymy: 

(a) gemmascens Wilkens, 1787, as published in the binomen Madrepora 

gemmascens ; 

(b) gemmascens , all uses of, in the binomen Madrepora gemmascens , subse¬ 

quent to Wilkens, 17S7, and prior to Esper, [1794]. 

(2) The specific name gemmascens Esper, [1794], as published in the binomen 
Madrepora gemmascens , and as interpreted by the holotype figured by 
H. Boschma, 1955, is hereby placed on the Official List of Specific Names in 
Zoology with the Name No. 1684. 

(3) The following specific names are placed on the Official Index of Rejected 
and Invalid Specific Names in Zoology with the Name Numbers specified : 

(a) gemmascens Wilkens, 1787, as published in the binomen Madrepora 

gemmascens (suppressed under the plenary powers in (l)(a) above) 

(Name No. 603). 

(b) gemmascens , all uses of, in the binomen Madrepora gemmascens , subse¬ 

quent to W T ilkens, 17S7, and prior to Esper, [1794]. (Name No. 604). 

HISTORY OF THE CASE (Z.N.(S.) 950) 

On 28 April 1955, Professor H. Boschma applied for the use of the plenary 
powers to validate the specific name of the stylasterine coral known as Stylaster 
gemmascens (Esper, [1794]), and sent with his application a copy of his paper 
“The type-specimen of Stylaster gemmascens (Esper, 1794) ” (1955, Proc. k. 
nederl. Akad. Wetensch. (C) 58 : 22-31). Professor Boschma’s application was 
overlooked for some time, but it was sent to the printer on 28 January 1958 
and was published on 6 June 1958 in Bull. zool. Nomencl. 16 : 71-72. 

Public Notice of the possible use of the plenary powers in this case was 
given in the same part of the Bulletin and was sent to the other prescribed 
periodicals (Bull. zool. Nomencl. 4 : 51-56). 

No comments were received from any source. 

DECISION OF THE COMMISSION 

On 12 March 1959 the Members of the Commission were invited to vote 
under the Three-Month Rule on Voting Paper (59)2 either for or against the 
proposals set out in Bull. zool. Nomencl. 16 : 72. At the close of the Voting 
Period on 12 June 1959 the state of the voting was as follows : 
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Affirmative Votes—twenty-three (23), received in the following order : 
Lemche, Holthuis, Hemming, Vokes, Prantl, Boschma, Hering, Bonnet, 
do Amaral, Jaczewski, Mertens, Dymond, Mayr, Bodenheimer, Riley, Obruchev, 
Key, Stoll, Brinck, Bradley, Kiihnelt, Cabrera, Tortonese. 

Negative Votes—one (1) : Poll. 

Votes not returned—three (3) : Hanko, Miller, Uchida (late affirmative 
votes were received from Commissioners Miller and Uchida). 

In returning his negative vote, Dr. Poll said : “ II ne me semble pas que 
l’expose des faits du Bulletin 16 : 71-72 demontre que Madrepora gemmascens 
Wilkens, 1787 est une espece qui prete a confusion. D’autre part, il est clair 
que M . gemmascens Esper, [1794], est homonyme. II ne me semble pas non 
plus que l’on puisse invoquer une confusion grave resultant d’un changement 
de nom de la Stylasterine decrite par Esper.” 

Original References 

The following are the original references for the specific names placed on 
Official Lists and Indexes by the Ruling given in the present Opinion : 
gemmascens , Madrepora, Esper, [1794], Die Pflanzenthiere , Fortsetzung, 
1(2) : 60 

gemmascens , Madrepora , Wilkens, 1787, in Pallas, Charakteristik der Thier- 
pflanzen 2 : 144. 


CERTIFICATE 

We certify that the votes cast on Voting Paper (59)2 were cast as set out 
above, that the proposals set out in the Voting Paper have been duly adopted 
under the plenary powers, and that the decision so taken, being the decision 
of the International Commission, is truly recorded in the present Opinion 
No. 574. 
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